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We want to thank you for your patience throughout the month of September while the entire Mainscape 

team worked diligently to prepare for and clean up after Hurricane Irma. Coping with this type of natural 

disaster is always challenging, however it is great to see how our relationships have strengthened both 

amongst team members and with our loyal customers 

throughout the process.  

Now that flood waters have subsided and most of the 

hurricane debris has been cleared, the team is getting 

back on track with routine maintenance and agronomic 

services.  The overall condition of properties is much im-

proved, however we are still dealing with a couple sea-

sonal and post-hurricane challenges.  Read on for more 

detailed information! 

   NEWSLETTER                                                         OCTOBER 2017 

Debris Piles Kill Grass 

Debris piles in some areas were not able to be 
picked up right away in the aftermath of Hurri-
cane Irma leaving large areas of dead grass.  De-
sirable turf may eventually creep in, but weeds 
are sure to have the upper hand as the sunlight 
reaches the soil promoting weeds to germinate. 

Installing new sod in dead areas is the best way 
to  keep weeds out and restore the beauty of 
your lawn.  For assistance, please contact the 
Mainscape Customer Care Center at 1-800-481-
0096 or www.mainscape.com Dead turf where a large pile of hurricane debris sat for several weeks. 
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Fall Dry Season is Here 

What to expect when rainy season suddenly comes 
to an end 

Florida receives an average of 54 inches of rainfall per year.  Most of 
this precipitation occurs during the summer rainy season from June 
through September. 

When plants grow accustomed to frequent rainfall 

There’s no denying that frequent rain during the summer keeps grass 
green and growing.  The plentiful moisture is both good and bad.  It’s 
good because it helps plants recover from spring drought and keeps 
the landscape looking lush and green.  On the other hand, when the 
soil is not able to partially dry out in between irrigation or rainfall, 
plant roots don’t need to grow deeper and stronger to satisfy their 
plant water requirement. In a sense, they become spoiled or lazy, and 
less tolerant to environmental stress.   

Sudden change is stressful 

The end of rainy season usually occurs abruptly sometime around the 
end of September or Early October while daytime temperatures still 
linger into the 90s with heat indexes over 100.  The complacent plants 
suddenly have an increased demand for water due to hot, dry condi-
tions and are not equipped to immediately up-regulate their water up-
take.  Thus, they go through a period of shock and show signs of wilt 
described in the caption to the right.   

Irrigation schedules have been adjusted to supply extra water within 
the parameters of watering restrictions and irrigation system capabili-
ties.  Symptoms of drought stress will soon diminish as plants adapt 
physiologically to the environmental change and temperatures cool as 
fall progresses into winter.   

Weeds, weeds 
and more weeds 
Soil contains thousands of weed 
seeds, many of which germinate year 
round.  Others germinate seasonally, 
as spring or fall approaches.  As a re-
sult we typically experience heavier 
weed populations during these times. 

The expected fall influx of weeds is 
currently heavier than normal  due to 
all the excess rainfall that came with 
Hurricane Irma.  Additionally, the 
postponement of mowing and weed 
treatments while all personnel fo-
cused on cleaning up debris allowed 
weed populations to increase abun-
dantly.   

Getting planting beds cleaned up has 
been a priority.  The agronomy team 
has also been working diligently to get 
turf weeds treated along with the ap-
plication of nutrients.  A repeat appli-
cation will most likely be required and 
we expect weed populations to de-
crease dramatically by the end of the 
year as a result. 

We appreciate your patience as we 
work to address the high seasonal 
weed populations at this time! 

Drought stressed turf brought on by sudden decrease in rainfall 

Wilt Symptoms 

 Folded leaf blades 

 Gray/blue appearance 

in turf 

 Browning leaves 

 Drooping leaves 

 Leaf drop 
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Bi-Weekly Mowing 

Begins 

November 1st 

As the cooler season sets 

in and grass growth slows 

down, mowing frequency 

will be reduced to every 

other week.  During the 

bi-weekly mowing period 

some winter weeds grow 

quicker than turf there-

fore any that are present 

will be more visible than 

normal towards the end 

of the mowing interval. 

While it is never possible 

to maintain turf 100% 

weed free, we will contin-

ue treatments through-

out the cooler months to 

keep weed poopulations 

to a minimum. 

Large Patch in a St. Augustine Lawn 

Large patch  
Large patch is a seasonal disease of warm-season grasses caused by the 
fungus, Rhizoctonia solani.  It typically occurs between November and 
May when daytime temperatures are below 85 degrees.  Symptoms 
begin as small irregular reddish-brown, brown or straw colored patches 
in the lawn that rapidly expand.  The outer edge of patches where the 
pathogen is active may have a distinct orange tint, while the middle 
may appear sunken and brown. 

Though grass blades turn brown, Large patch is less damaging than 
many other turf diseases because roots and stolons are not affected.  
Treatment will stop the disease from expanding, and if grass is actively 
growing symptoms will disappear as new green grass blades are 
formed.  If grass is not growing due to cold temperatures, symptoms 
will disappear with the Spring growth flush. 

 

 

 

 

If large patch is suspected, do not add additional water or fertilizer as 
this could make symptoms worse.  Please contact our Customer Care 
Center at 1-800-481-0096 or www.mainscape.com and an Agronomy 
Specialist will come out to confirm the diagnosis and apply the proper 
treatment. 

“Large patch is less damaging than other turf 

diseases because it does not affect roots or 

stolons”  
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Contact Us 

Contact us to learn more 
about our services 

“We are in the relationship business” 

High Quality Landscaping 

Award-winning Services 

Outstanding Staff 

Cutting Edge Technology 

Exceeding Expectations 

Let our Certified Arborist 

help develop your tree 

management plan and 

detailed specifications! 

 

Thin Shrub Hedges from Leaf Loss 
 

Hedges took a beating during Irma and some in open areas still look 

thin and tattered.  The good news is that plants in good health have 

the ability to recuperate completely after losing some or even all of 

their leaves (this includes palms).  Plant growth will slow down during 

the cooler months, therefore significant improvement of those most 

affected may not be evi-

dent until next year’s 

spring growth flush.  

After that time we will 

evaluate the  need to 

remove any plants or 

palms that could not re-

cover.  

 

 

Gearing up for Annual Flowers 

Plant nurseries and growers were also hit hard by Hurricane Irma 

and lost some of their inventory.  We are currently locating vendors 

from other areas of Florida to help supply annual flowers for the 

Holiday/Winter rotation.   

Flowers are going to be in high demand and may be in limited sup-

ply!If you plan to have flowers planted in annual beds for the holi-

days, please contact your Mainscape Manager at your earliest con-

venience to discuss options and availability.   


