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Mulch Mulled Over 

It’s that time of year again when many properties are getting spiffed up with a fresh layer of mulch to planting 

beds.  In addition to improving appearance, mulch helps block out weeds, holds moisture in the soil and breaks 

down into organic matter over time, promoting a healthy soil ecosystem and plant health.  Customers frequent-

ly ask “what is the best mulch to use?”  The short answer is it depends on homeowner preference and goals for 

the landscape.  There are several options to consider.  There are pros and cons to each type of mulch, so it real-

ly boils down to preference, budget and the goals of the customer.  Turn over to page 3 for a brief synopsis of a 

few of the most common mulches for landscape planting beds. 
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Crabgrass is a grassy weed that is a common occupant in lawns at least to 

some degree.  It is very sensitive to cold temperatures and will suddenly 

turn yellow-brown after the first cold snap of the season.  Infested areas 

progress to straw brown over the winter months and are often confused 

with drought stress or turf disease.  Unfortunately, it doesn’t typically get 

cold enough in Central and South Florida to completely kill crabgrass and 

there are no products available that it will remove it safely from St. Augus-

tine lawns.  If you would like to request a consultation to renovate 

crabgrass areas, please call Customer Care at 1-800-481-0096 or submit a 

request at www.mainscape.com. 

Mulch gives plant 

beds a clean, 

neat appearance, 

but also pro-

motes plant 

health.  
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Cold weather response of turf and shrubs 

Plant response to cold weather 
Though Florida is known for its semi-tropical environment, winter con-
ditions diminish the appearance of plants and lawns. Weather forecasts 
from November through February may call for low temperatures in the 
40s with dips into the 30s, frosts sometimes extending into South Flori-
da. 

It is common to see reddish-purple coloration or browning of grass 
blades and leaves of some trees and shrubs from late November 
through March.  Cold fronts affect lawns variably and in no consistent 
patter, depending on soil texture, exposure, slope, dips, radiant heat 
from plants and homes, compaction or other factors.  All or part of one 
lawn may turn brown, while another close by remains green.   

Recent night time temperature in the 40s in central Florida have al-
ready cast a brownish tinge to many lawns, especially in open areas.  
Some grasses such as bermuda, zoysia and bahia may go dormant and 
turn completely brown, depending on how cold it gets and how long 
cold temperatures sustain overnight.   

As plants “go to sleep” during the winter there is very little growth until 
temperatures warm up in the spring.  Additional fertilizer or water will 
not counteract the will of Mother Nature and will do more harm than 
good.  Cold weather effects on the landscape are not desirable, howev-
er they are normal and should be expected in winter months.  Plants 
will begin growing again in spring and most will recover completely 
from any cold injury that may occur.   

Splotches on Ixora 

Ixora is  popular flowering 

shrub that produces  copi-

ous flowers that are a stun-

ning feature of any land-

scape.  During the cooler 

months reddish splotches 

often form on their leaves 

which may be mistaken for 

disease.   

The blemishes are actually 

caused by a deficiency of 

potassium and phosphorus.  

These nutrients are less 

available in alkaline soils 

common to coastal areas of  

Florida.  The deficiency is 

masked during the active 

growth season with our ag-

ronomic programs, however 

nutrient uptake slows dur-

ing the winter allowing the 

symptoms to show up. 
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Pine Straw 

Pros:  provides the benefit of soil acidification and 

doesn’t wash away as easily as other mulches because 

it knits together.   

Cons:  Fades and settles quicker than other types of 

mulch, thus may need done twice per year. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pine Bark 

Pros:  Byproduct of the forest industry.   Maintains a 

useful depth for up to 2 years.  Acidifies soil as it 

breaks down releasing nutrients.  Good color reten-

tion. 

Cons: Some may wash away with heavy rain depend-

ing on location and slope. 

 

 

 

 

 

Eucalyptus 

Pros:  Very good color retention.  Harvested from 

eucalyptus plantations for the purpose of mulch pro-

duction. 

Cons:  Moderate settling rate.  Better than pine 

straw, but doesn’t last as long as pine bark or cypress. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cypress 

Pros:  Maintains a useful depth for up to 2 years.  

Good color retention.  

Cons: Made from waste wood generated in manufac-

ture of cypress lumbar, fencing, flooring and furniture. 

Cypress trees are harvested from wetlands contrib-

uting to destruction of the ecosystem. Not Florida-

Friendly. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mulch Mulled Over 

Melaleuca 

Melaleuca is made from harvested inva-

sive exotic trees that invade wetlands.  It 

is termite resistant.  Maintains good 

depth and fairly good color retention. 

More in depth information on various types of mulch can be found at https://fyn.ifas.ufl.edu/
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Green Side Up! 

Alternative Fuels 

Mainscape cares about the future of our planet and is committed to 
minimizing the impact we have on the environment.  There are many 
ways companies can contribute to a preservation culture from recy-
cling to using automated systems and processes to reduce paper use.  
While many of these things have become the status quo, technology 
is ever-evolving to help us find ways to reduce our environmental 
footprint. 

The former Owner and Founder of Mainscape, Dave Mazanowski and 
our corporate leadership team began looking for ways to reduce 
emissions from mowers as a green initiative years ago.  Propane is an 
approved, alternative clean fuel listed in the 1990 Clean Air Act, as 
well as the National Energy Policy Act of 1992.  All of our mowers 
have been converted to propane over the past 5 years.  It is a clean-
burning gas that will allow us to eliminate hundreds of thousands of 
pounds of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gas emissions over 
the next decade that would have been produced if we were still using 
traditional gasoline mowing equipment. 

Propane is transported as a liquid that is 270 times more compact 
than the gas form, making it economical to store and extremely effi-
cient.  Only one fill-up is needed to operate a mower all day long.  
The adoption of propane as a fuel source was an obvious choice be-
cause not only is it sustainable, it is improving efficiency of opera-
tions.  Team members love it because they no longer have to inter-
rupt their mowing to travel to fueling stations for fill-ups. 

Approximately 90% of the United States’ propane is produced do-
mestically.  Mainscape is proud to support the U.S. economy while 
supporting the green movement. 

Christmas Lights 
The day after Thanksgiving is tradition-

ally a day many homeowners put up 

Christmas decorations.   

Due to safety concerns and to avoid 

damage to equipment and homeown-

ers’ decorations, Mainscape team 

members will not prune shrubs or trees 

with Christmas lights, ornaments or 

other adornments.   

Line trimming will  also not occur any-

where cords or lights may interfere. 

No treatment for pests, diseases or 

weeds will be applied anywhere it may 

come into contact with cords, lights or 

decorations. 

Here are a few tips to keep in mind 

while decorating your home for the holi-

days: 

 Make sure outdoor decorations are 

designed for outdoor use. 

 Avoid running electrical cords over 

lawns where they will interfere with 

mowing equipment. 

 Keep electrical connections and 

timers away from sprinklers 

 Move inflatable decorations every 

couple days to avoid turf loss. 

Environmentally-friendly propane mowers used by Mainscape  nation wide.  
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Contact Us 

to learn more about our 

services 

1-800-481-0096 

www.mainscape.com 

“We are in the relationship business” 

High Quality Landscaping 

Award-winning Services 

Outstanding Staff 

Cutting Edge Technology 

Exceeding Expectations 

Let our Certified Arborist 

help develop your tree 

management plan and 

detailed specifications! 

From all of us at Mainscape, we wish 

you and your family a happy 

Thanksgiving full of blessings and 

wonderful memories.  We are thankful 

for the opportunity to serve you! 


